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Technique Exercises 
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Tenor Drum Symbol Chart 
 

 

 
1-1-1 

 

 

 

Level 1  
Flourish / Technique Symbol 

Arms Over Head 
 

Crossover (Brushing Technique) 
 

“L” (Brushing Technique) 
 

Reverse “L” (Brushing Technique) 
 

“S” (Brushing Technique) 
 

Reverse “S” (Brushing Technique) 
 

Single Flourish 
 

Double Flourish 
 

Sticks on Drum 
 



Single Flourishes and Double Flourishes 
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“S” Brushing Techniques 
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“L” Brushing Techniques 
 

 

 
1-1-4 
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The Crossover Brushing Technique 
 

 

 
1-1-5 

 

 
 

The count for each crossover is  
“1, 2, 3, 4.” 

 

The Crossover Brush Stroke 
Beat 1: Right hand hits the drum  
Beat 2: Right hand goes under left hand  Left Hand hits the drum 
Beat 3: Right hand comes out from under the left hand and hits the 

drum 
Beat 4: Left hand comes out of the movement and hits the drum 
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Attack Rolls 
 

 

 
1-1-6 

 

 Quick March Attack 
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Attack Rolls 
 

 

 
1-1-7 

 

 Slow March Attack 

 

 
 

 Every Attack, regardless of the time signature 
or tempo, is done in a series of four counts. 

 

 Words of command are often given in time to 
indicate the desired tempo. 

 

Words of Command 
 

Quick March 
“Rolls... Quick March” 

 
Slow March 

“Rolls...Slow March” 
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Repertoire 
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2/4 Quick March Bass Drum Beating 
 

 

 
1-2-1 

 

March   
 

 

 
 



2/4 Quick March Flourishing Routine 
 

 

 
1-2-2 

 

March   
 

 
 



3/4 Retreat March Bass Drum Beating 
 

 

 
1-2-3 

 

Retreat March   
 

 
 

 



3/4 Retreat March Flourishing Routine 
 

 

 
1-2-4 

 

Retreat March   
 

 
 

 To help understand different rhythms, play the bass drum beating during the piano. 
 Repeat the score until a cut-off or double tap has been given. 
 The phrase “pass the butter” is often used to help explain the rhythm of a 3/4 piano 

beating. 

 



4/4 Quick March Bass Drum Beating 
 

 

 
1-2-5 

 

March   
 

 
 

 

 

 

The counting for the Piano part of this bass drum beating is “1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and.” 

 

 
 

 

 



4/4 Quick March Flourishing Routine 
 
 

 

 
1-2-6 

 

March   
 

 
 



6/8 Slow March Bass Drum Beating 
 

 

 
1-2-7 

 

Slow March   
 

 
 

 



6/8 Slow March Flourishing Routine 
 

 

 
1-2-8 

 

Slow March   
 

 
 

To help learn this score, practice Exercises 1–5 on page 1-1-2. 

 




